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Honorable Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Governor Pawlenty:

Thank you for making recormmendations on 8-hour ozone air ¢ualicy
designations. Pursuant tc the Clean Air Act (CaAA), the United
States Environmentai Protection Agency (EPA) 1s required to
promulgate designations for new or revised standards, such as che
8-hour oczone standard. Earlier this year, we entered into a
consent decree that reguires us to promulgate designations by
2pril 15, 2004.

We have reviewed the July 18, Z003, letter from Sheryl Corrigan,
Commissioner, Minnescota Pollution Control Agercy, submitting
Minnesota’'s recommendaticns on air gqualicy des:ignations for the
8-hour ozone stancard. Th:is letter 1s to nform you that the EPZ
deoes not intend to make modifications to vour recommendation of
statewide attainment. The entire State of Minnesota should be
designated as attainment/unclassifiable for the 2-hour oczone
standard. We wi1ll concinue o worx witch your cffice as we move
forward to make final designations. Also, please note trnat EPA
will address designations of Indian countr:r lands through a
separate concurrent process with the Tribes i1n Minnesota.

The CAA defines a nonattainment area as any area :that does not
meet (or that contributes to ambient air quality 1n a nearby area
that does not meet) the national primary or secondary ambient azr
guality standard for the pollutant. EPA guidance indicates that
Minnesota should use the larger of the Consolidated Metropolitcan
Statistical Area (CMSA), Metropolitan Statistical Avea (MSA), ox
the 1-hour ozone ncnattainment area as the presumptive boundary
for 8-hour ozone nonattainment areas. The guidance provides 11
factorsg that Minnesota should consider in determining whether o
modify the presumptive boundaries. We have reviewed vour
submission and believe it 1s consistent with our guidance.

EPA has been tracking prelimirnary 2003 ozone monitoring data and
their impact on areas’ 200:1-2003 design values. EPA will
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cc: Sheryl Corrigan, Comissioner
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency



